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Partners 

Welcome! 
This day of learning & Sharing is made possible  
Thanks to all our Supporters! Twitter: #2020YXEHEALTH 

Powerhouse Innovation Driver 
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ARE YOU LISTENING? PEOPLE & PATIENT DRIVEN INNOVATION 
8:00-8:45 Sponsor Hall & Registration 

8:45-9:00 Welcome! Opening Remarks Emmanuelle Morin, Cambiar Consulting & Steve McLellan, CEO, Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce 

9:00-9:45 Listen Up! Patient Perspective: THE reason we’re all here One patient’s story as told by Troy Johnson, Meadow Lake, SK. 

9:45-11:00 KEYNOTE: Good Things Happen When You Listen Melinda Richter, J & J Labs - Supporting patient and provider innovators from across the globe 

11:00-11:15 Get up & Stretch 5 Minute Exercise Break -  Lead by Karen Broda, Strong and Smart 

 
11:15-11:30 

Unveiling of the OHI: 
OFFICE OF HEALTH INNOVATION in SASKATCHEWAN 

Making a Difference for Health Innovation in Saskatchewan 

Emmanuelle Morin, Cambiar Consulting & Tracy Zambory, RN, President, SUN 

 
11:30-12:15 

 
Incubating Innovation -  Ward of the 21st Century 

Dr. John Conly, Ward of the 21st Century (W21C) 
Can a decommissioned hospital space become a beacon for medical advancement? 

12:15-1:00 Lunch ‘n’ Learn Why health? A case for Investing. Moderated by Laurie Dmytryshyn, PIC Investment Group 

 

1:00-1:40 

4Ps of Health and Wellness: PechaKucha Style 

 
Moderated by Greg Charyna, Home Instead Senior Care 

1) Predictive -  Perry Kjargaard, Canadian Health Infoway 
2) Personalized -  Dr. Kevin Wasko & Sheila Anderson, SK Health Authority 
3) Participatory -  Joel Pederson, Fitness 2J2 
4) Preventative -  Wayne Goranson, Mera Group 

 
1:40-2:45 

 
Beyond the Pill 
Moderated by Adele Kulyk, Global Healthcare Connections 

Innovating Health outside the doctor’s office 

Panel: Rick Green, KeyLeaf, Brent Zettl, ZYUS, Henry Lau, Healthy Architecture and  
Dr. Ryan Walker, Geography & Planning, Urban Design, University of Saskatchewan 

2:45-3:00 Get up  & Stretch 5 Minute Exercise Break - Lead by Karen Broda, Strong and Smart 

 
3:00-3:30 

Putting YOU at the Center of  Health Innovation 

Join scientists in finding life-changing discoveries 

Convert your smartphone into a micro research lab - Using platforms to understand population health trends.  
Speakers Mohammad Hashemian, Ethica and Nathaniel Osgood, Dept. of Computer Science, Community  
Health & Epidemiology, U of S 

 
3:30-4:15 

Listening lessons - Panel advice for OHI 
Moderated by Paula Ghiglione, Commercial Developer 

Are you Listening? Conference Participants share their perspectives on  
how to create an eco-system to foster Health Innovation in Saskatchewan 

4:15-4:30 What a Great Day! Parting Message Emmanuelle Morin & Steve McLellan 
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Leading Change Through Innovation 
Office of Health Innovation (OHI) Mission: Transform the Lives of People 

Doctors have just told you that your child, Emma, has a rare  
condition and you have to wait for some kind of treatment  
that may become available in the future. 

Marty loses his balance and falls off the ladder breaking his  
shoulder and is rushed to emergency where he waits for hours. 

Helen showing signs of memory loss is evaluated and admitted  
to hospital where she waits for months for an opening in long  
term care. 

Situations such as these are common place but they don’t  have 
to be. With innovative thinking, eco-systems and timely  
solutions we can make health care more accessible, affordable  
and higher quality – the big question is how do we get there? 

The Office of Health Innovation (OHI) is an independent  entity 
set up in 2019 and is housed within the Saskatchewan  Chamber 
of Commerce. Its vision is to transform the lives of  
Saskatchewan people through health and wellness innovation. 
OHI believes people who are healthier are more productive and  
smarter. Therefore, the health and wellness sector is the most  
powerful economic engine. Changing mindsets is the first 

key to encouraging behaviours that lead to positive outcomes.  
Innovation cannot be scripted. You can, however, create the  
environment and culture necessary for innovation to flourish. 

Collisions of ideas among people from different backgrounds  
and disciplines and from within and outside the industry is  
required for innovative thinking to take place. These collisions  
are like the fertile soil in which creativity and imagination 

are sown and in which the roots of innovation can take hold  
and flourish. OHI mission is to create the collisions and the  

ecosystem, networks and alliances which support individuals  
and organizations seeking to conceive, test, develop and  
market innovative products, services and solutions for the  
health and wellness economy. 

On behalf of the OHI team, the Strategic Advisory Council,  
which includes the Saskatchewan Health Authority,  
Saskatchewan Union of Nurses, academic research institutes  
and businesses, I invite you to join our quest. The creation of  
OHI is an innovation in itself as it highlights the organization’s  
ability to bring together diverse groups to accomplish a  common 
vision. 

Sanj Singh, MBA, President of LMI.  
On Behalf of the Office of Health  

Innovation Working Group 
OFFICE OF HEALTH INNOVATION’S 
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Office of Health Innovation 
A Time for Transformational Change 

At a time of transformational change in Saskatchewan healthcare, we have before us an opportunity like none other 
-  to transform our healthcare experience. The Saskatchewan Union of Nurses (SUN) is honoured & excited to have  
partnered with the Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce in the growth of the Office of Health Innovation by joining   

their network of alliances focused on improving health and wellness in our province. 

We have an opportunity to be leaders in healthcare, as organizations and as individuals, and to develop an  environment 
that supports and grows innovation, while keeping the patients’ needs and experiences at the centre of  care. 

How do we achieve this? By supporting a large-scale mindset shift to look differently at ways to identify what  is 
working, and what changes are possible. We do this by listening to the voices that make up our communities  and 
inspire improvements in the healthcare experience – the patients and their families who seek answers and 

comfort in their healthcare system, the professionals who see the system in action every day, and the business and  
community leaders who continue to make this province strong. 

The development of the Office of Health Innovation provides us with the opportunity to engage with stakeholders  

in health, business, and the community with a shared and invested interest in improving healthcare and the  patient 
care experience through innovation in Saskatchewan. On behalf of the 10,000 registered nurses across  
Saskatchewan, thank you for this unique and valuable opportunity to see Saskatchewan prosper by bringing the  
business and healthcare communities together to inspire positive change. 

Tracy Zambory, RN  
President 
Saskatchewan Union of Nurses 
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Melinda Richter 
(J&J Labs) Global Head, 

As Global Head of Johnson & Johnson Innovation, JLABS (JLABS), Melinda Richter  
fosters the Johnson & Johnson Family of Companies external R&D engine and supports  
the innovation community by creating capital-efficient commercialization models that 
give  early stage companies a big company advantage. By providing infrastructure, 
services,  educational programs and networks in global hotspots, JLABS is the best place 
to start a  company working in healthcare, with a specific emphasis on Johnson & 
Johnson’s sectors:  consumer and health tech, medical device and pharmaceuticals. 
Prior to joining JLABS, Melinda was Founder and CEO of Prescience International, an  
award-winning firm dedicated to accelerating research to the patient. Melinda founded  
Prescience after she had a medical emergency that left her questioning the efficiency and  
efficacy of the healthcare system. With the tenacity and resolve of a patient looking for 
a  better solution, she set out to create a better model, which now forms the basis for 

JLABS’ operational infrastructure. Prior to starting Prescience, Melinda held posts across  
a variety of functional areas with a global corporation, Nortel Networks, in locations such  
as Research Triangle Park, New York, Toronto, London, Hong Kong and Beijing before  
arriving in San Francisco. She also initiated, raised capital and secured large corporate  
deals for several companies in both the life science and technology space. She holds a  
Bachelor of Commerce from the University of Saskatchewan in Canada and a MBA from  
INSEAD in France. 

Melinda has received numerous industry awards including: the PharmaVOICE 100 Red  
Jacket Award; Fierce Biotech Top 15 Women; Most Influential Women in Business (San  
Francisco Business Times); MM&M 2017 Healthcare Transformer; BIO Super Hero;  
FastCompany Most Innovative Company in Biotech; and Association of Women in  
Science (AWIS) Leadership Award. 

Melinda is Vice Chair of the California Life Sciences Association (CLSA), a board  
member of BIO’s Technology Transfer Committee, the Texas Health Catalyst Advisory  
Panel (The Dell Medical School and the Provost office of the University of Texas at  
Austin), the University of Toronto & Janssen Neuroscience Catalyst, A*STAR ETPL’s  
Strategic Advisory Panel. 

8:45-9:00 am Opening Remarks 
Emmanuelle Morin, Cambiar Consulting & 

Steve McLellan, CEO Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce 

9:00-9:45 am Listen Up! THE reason we’re all here 
A patient story by Troy Johnson -  Husband, father and businessman. Troy’s background is far removed from the health  
care system or any intellect within it. He shares his family’s experience after his daughter Hana was diagnosed with Cancer and the  
NEED to come together & work together on Health Innovation. 

9:45-11:00 am Good Things Happen When You Listen: How JLabs are 

supporting patient and provider innovators from across the globe 
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He continues as an active consultant in clinical infectious diseases with current interests  
which focus on antimicrobial resistance and stewardship, prevention of hospital-acquired  
infections and novel innovations in healthcare. 

Dr. Conly served as past President of the Canadian Infectious Disease Society, past  
Chairman of the Board for the Canadian Committee on Antibiotic Resistance and a  
previous Vice Chair for the Canadian Expert Drug Advisory Committee. He is currently  
the Co-Director for the Snyder Institute for Chronic Diseases at the University of  
Calgary, a member of the Canadian Expert Advisory Group on Antimicrobial  
Resistance and a member of the WHO Advisory Group on Integrated Surveillance 
of Antimicrobial Resistance. 

11:00-11:15 am 5 Minute Exercise Break -  Lead by Karen Broda, Strong and Smart 

11:15-11:30 am Unveiling the OHI: 
OFFICE OF HEALTH INNOVATION in SASKATCHEWAN 
Emmanuelle Morin, Cambiar Consulting & Tracy Zambory, RN President,  
Saskatchewan Union of Nurses 

11:30-12:15 pm Incubating Innovation 
Can a decommissioned hospital space become a beacon for medical advancement: 

Dr. John Conly 
John Conly is a Professor and former Head of the Department of  
Medicine at the University of Calgary and Alberta Health Services 
- Calgary and Area. Medically trained as a specialist in infectious  
diseases, Dr. Conly has published over 300 papers and has received  
multiple career honours in teaching, research, mentorship, innovation 

and service, including the Ronald Christie Award for outstanding contributions to academic  
medicine in Canada, the Medal for Distinguished Service from the Alberta Medical  
Association for outstanding personal contributions to the medical profession and the Order  
of Canada. 

12:15-1:00 pm Lunch N’ Learn -  Why health? A case for Investing. 
Moderated by Laurie Dmytryshyn, PIC Investment Group 

 
Panel: Wanda Hunchak, Vice President  

Westcap 
Gary Montague, CEO & Founder  

HeartHero Inc. 
Craig Bell, COO & EVP of Assets  

PIC Investment Group. 
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Perry  
Kjargaard 

Predictive 

For the past 25 years Perry  
Kjargaard has been involved in  
the digital health movement in  
Canada and the United States.  
In the late 90’s thru Y2K Perry’s  
work with the Saskatoon Health  
Region helped modernize  
systems and infrastructure in  
Saskatoon and Saskatchewan.  
Perry spent 5 years working  
with the Veterans Affairs in  
Washington, DC helping  
transform parts the VISTA  
Architecture solutions. And in  
12 years with Canada Health  
Infoway his work with Federal  
and Provincial Governments  
has accelerated the development  
and use of digital health 
helping transform Canada’s  
health system. 

Sheila  
Anderson 

Personalized 

In her current role as an  
Executive Director of Primary  
Health Care, Regina within the  
Saskatchewan Health Authority,  
Sheila is accountable for the  
oversight & integration of the  
following services: Primary  
Care, Therapies, Public Health,  
Population Health, Medical  
Health Officer & Home Care. 

With expertise in transformational  
change, she has used her skills to  
redesign the system to integrate  
providers into comprehensive  
community care teams to improve  
service delivery, decrease reliance  
on the acute care system &  
improve the health 
of communities. 

Sheila is highly committed to  
strengthening primary health care  
& community services & believes  
her love of learning is her  
greatest asset. 

Dr. Kevin  
Wasko, MA,  
MD, CCFP (EM) 
Personalized 

Dr. Wasko is a family  
physician originally from  
Eastend, Saskatchewan. After  
receiving his Medical Degree 
from the University of Calgary in  
2011, Dr. Wasko completed his  
residency in Family Medicine  
through the University of  
Saskatchewan’s rural training  
site in Swift Current, where he  
continues to practice family  
medicine, emergency 
medicine & obstetrics. 

Dr. Wasko served as physician  
co-lead on the provincial health  
authority Transition Team,  
leading work in the areas 
of physician engagement,  
medical governance & the  
academic mandate. 

Dr. Wasko continues to be  
involved in teaching as a Clinical  
Assistant Professor with the  
University of Saskatchewan. 

Joel  
Pedersen 

Participatory 

A member of the Fond du Lac  
First Nation, and connected  
to the Mikisew Cree Nation. 
Joel has lived in Saskatoon for  
the majority of his adulthood;  
he is proud to call this great city  
home for himself and his family. 

Joel founded Fitness 2J2, a  
socially responsible community  
based health & wellness  
company. Joel has been to more  
than 30 First Nation and Metis  
communities over the past eight  
years, providing programming  
to more than 30,000 youth and 
adults. Making a direct impact to  
the vitality of our communities  
by empowering and inspiring  
people of all ages and abilities;  
through fitness programming,  
and mentoring fitness leaders for  
community sustainment. 

Wayne  
Goranson 

Preventative 

Wayne is a Professional Engineer, 
Graduate of the University  
of Saskatchewan with more  
than 20 years of international 
experience working in developing  
economies. Prior to becoming 
the President of Mera companies,  
Wayne was the Chief Executive  
Officer of a publicly traded  
energy firm listed on the Toronto  
Stock Exchange from 1989-2001.  
His business activities included  
projects in Hungary, Iran, Russia,  
Ukraine, China, and Cuba. Mera  
has business activities in Energy,  
Engineering, Agriculture, and  
Food and Beverage Distribution 

1:00-1:40 pm 4Ps of Health and Wellness: 
Predictive, Personalized, Participatory and Preventative 
PechaKucha as moderated by Greg Charyna, Home Instead Senior Care 
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1:40-2:45 pm Beyond the pill 
Innovating for health outside of the doctor’s office. Panel moderated by Adele Kulyk,  
Global Healthcare Connections 

Panel:: 

Rick Green,  
Keyleaf 
Rick is the Vice President  
of Technology at KeyLeaf  
(formally POS 

Bio-Sciences) in Saskatoon. 

Rick’s responsibilities include supervision  
of technical staff and oversight of Project  
Leader activity. Rick joined POS in 1989  
and prior to moving onto the Senior  
Management Team in 2007, he was a  
Senior Scientist at POS. His technical  
background includes process development  
in the area of extraction and purification of  
specialty oils, protein concentrates, protein  
isolates and polyphenol compounds. In  
addition to his work at POS, Rick has 
held Food Scientist positions at Wardrop  
Engineering in Winnipeg, food product  
development centres in Manitoba and  
Ontario, and at Western Wax Works, a  
division of Alberta Honey Producers Co-  
operative in Spruce Grove, Alberta. 

Brent Zettl, ZYUS 

President and CEO,  
ZYUS Life Sciences  
Inc. in Saskatoon and is  
the leading pioneer of 

the Canadian medical cannabis industry  
having led many of Canada’s significant  
advancements in cannabis clinical research  
and patient access to cannabis. 

In January 2019, Brent founded ZYUS  
Life Sciences, a biopharmaceutical  
company that offers patients medical  
cannabis derivative products and other  
phyto-therapeutic medical solutions. ZYUS  
is focused on becoming a global-scale  
producer of value added medical-grade  
cannabis oil and oil-derived products and is  
dedicated to improving patient well-being.  
Brent takes great pride in contributing and  
giving back to his community and has been  
involved with numerous Boards, initiatives  
and not-for-profit organizations including,  
Canadian Environmental Technology  
Advancement Corporation, Harvest  
Community Inc., and Ag-West Bio Inc. 
to name a few. 

Henry Lau, HLA  
Architecture 

Henry Lau is a registered  
Architect and a member  
of the Royal Architectural 

institute of Canada. He is principal  
Architect for HLA Architecture and  
ARTxygen Public Art company, a sessional  
lecturer and professional Associate at 
the Regional Planning program and  
an accredited professional for LEED 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental  
Design. 

Henry graduated from the University  
of Saskatchewan in 1989 and went on  
to pursue his study in architecture at  
the University of British Columbia. He  
returned from Vancouver in 1994 and  
involved in wide range of architectural  
design projects from institutional to 
industrial in western Canada and abroad.  
In 2009, he joined the City of Saskatoon  
and completed number of public space  
improvement projects. 

Ryan Walker,  
University of  
Saskatchewan 

Ryan Walker is a professor,  
registered professional planner, and chair of  
the Regional and Urban Planning program  
at the University of Saskatchewan. He 
has received awards for planning practice,  
scholarship, and volunteer recognition  
from the Canadian Institute of Planners,  
Saskatchewan Professional Planners  
Institute, Design Council of Saskatchewan,  
and International Downtown Association,  
and the Award for Distinction in Outreach  
and Engagement from the University of  
Saskatchewan. 
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3:00-3:30 pm Smartphones: Putting YOU at the Centre of Health Innovation: 
Using platforms to understand population health trends: 
Nathaniel Osgood & Mohammad Hashemian 

3:30-4:15 pm Listening Lessons -  Participant & Panel Advice for the OHI 
Participants share their own insights and provide the OHI advice on how to  
create an eco-system for health innovation in Saskatchewan. 
Moderated by Paula Ghiglione,Commercial Developer 

4:15-4:30 pm Parting Messages -  Emmanuelle Morin & Steve McLellan 

Dr. Nathaniel Osgood: 
Dr. Nathaniel D. Osgood is a Professor in the Department of Computer  
Science and Associate Faculty in the Department of Community Health  
& Epidemiology at the University of Saskatchewan. His research is  
focused on providing cross-linked simulation, ubiquitous sensing, and 

machine learning tools to inform understanding of population health trends and health policy  
tradeoffs. His applications work has addressed challenges in the communicable, zoonotic,  
environmental, and chronic disease areas. Dr. Osgood is further the co-creator of two novel  
mobile sensor-based epidemiological monitoring systems, most recently the Google Android-  
and iPhone-based iEpi (now Ethica Health) mobile epidemiological monitoring systems. He  
has additionally contributed innovations to improve dynamic modeling quality and efficiency,  
introduced novel techniques hybridizing multiple simulation approaches and simulation  
models with decision analysis tools, and which leverage such models using data gathered  
from wireless epidemiological monitoring systems. 

Dr. Osgood has led many international courses in simulation modeling and health around  
the world, and his online videos on the subject attract thousands of views per month. Prior  
to joining the U of S faculty, he graduated from MIT with a PhD in Computer Science in  
1999, served as a Senior Lecturer at MIT and worked for a number of years in a variety of  
academic, consulting and industry positions. 

Mohammad Hashemian: 
Mohammad Hashemian is the founder and CEO of Ethica. He holds  
a B.Sc. in Software Engineering and M.Sc. in Computer Science with  
the focus on Epidemiology and Public Health. He has been involved  
in design and rollout of nearly 70 research projects using Ethica since 

2015. Prior to founding Ethica, he was Platform Developer on Google Android TV.  
Together with Nathaniel, Mohammad has co-presented the Ethica platform in workshops  
across Canada, United States, and Australia. 

2:45-3:00 pm 5 Minute Exercise Break -  Lead by Karen Broda, Strong and Smart 
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Health Vision Driver Knowledge driver 

Thank to our Supporters! 

Supporter 
IRG Informatics 
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